May 20, 2010

NOES—1
Young (AK)
NOT VOTING—22
Bachus Garamendi Nye
Barrett (SC) Gordon (TN) Ortiz
Berry Hinojosa Reyes
Bilbray Hoekstra Sanchez, Linda
Bilirakis Jackson Lee T.
Bonner (TX) Schwartz
Delahunt Kirk Souder
Diaz-Balart, M. Minnick Wamp
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
287, had | present, | would have voted “yea.”

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 286 and 287, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes” on both votes.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollicall Nos.
286 and 287, if | had been present, | would
have voted “yes”.

——————

GRANTING AUTHORITY TO COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION AND
LABOR FOR PURPOSES OF ITS
INVESTIGATION INTO UNDER-
GROUND COAL MINING SAFETY

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1363 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1363

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor is granted the authority
provided under clause 4(c)(3) of rule X of the
Rules of the House of Representatives in fur-
therance of the investigation by such com-
mittee into underground coal mine operator
compliance with the Federal Mine Safety
and Health Act of 1977, as amended, and into
other related matters.

SEC. 2. (a) The chair of the Committee on
Education and Labor shall transmit to the
Committee on Rules, not later than 2 days
following an adjournment sine die of the sec-
ond session of the 111th Congress, or January
2, 2011, whichever occurs first, a report on
the activities of the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor undertaken pursuant to
this resolution. Such report shall indicate—

(1) the total number of depositions taken;

(2) the number of depositions taken pursu-
ant to subpoenas; and

(3) the name of each deponent that the
committee has publicly identified by name
as a deponent.

(b) Upon receipt of the report described in
subsection (a) by the Committee on Rules,
the chair of the Committee on Rules shall
submit such report for publication in the
Congressional Record.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York is recognized
for 1 hour.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER).
All time yielded during consideration
of the rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I ask unanimous
consent that all Members may have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks and insert
extraneous material into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution provides
the Committee on Education and Labor
with deposition authority in connec-
tion with its investigation of under-
ground mine safety. The resolution
also requires the Education and Labor
Committee to report to the Rules Com-
mittee on its use of the authority by
the end of this congressional session.
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Mr. Speaker, we’re here today with a
pretty straightforward mission. We
want to empower the men and women
who are investigating the causes of the
serious safety problems facing miners
in America.

As we saw recently with the terrible
disaster at Upper Big Branch Mine in
Raleigh County, West Virginia, there’s
some combination of industrial wrong-
doing there and inadequate regulation
that we must address. The explosion at
Upper Big Branch in April killed 29
coal miners, ripped apart an entire
community and State, and was the
worst mine disaster in this country
since 1970.

Why is Congress involved? Because
one of our most serious responsibilities
as lawmakers is oversight and inves-
tigation. And from what we’ve been
able to tell from the facts so far, there
is an urgent and compelling need for
the public to know all the facts sur-
rounding this and other recent mining
tragedies.

I come to this issue with a personal
feeling. Many of my constituents back
home and some here know that I was
born in Harlan County, Kentucky, in
the midst of some of the best bitu-
minous coal on Earth. Some of my ear-
liest memories are hearing the whistle
blow at night over at the mine. Even
the smallest child, as I was then, knew
what that whistle meant. It meant se-
rious trouble at the mine.

The pain and suffering endured by
miners in Kentucky and West Virginia
and everyplace else should inspire us to
do everything in our power to make
this dangerous and volatile work envi-
ronment as safe as we possibly can.
The bottom line should never supersede
a human life.

The resolution before us today would
give the House Committee on Edu-
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cation and Labor staff authority to
take depositions as they pursue their
investigation. We know that greater
review of this issue is sorely needed.
There are far too many unanswered
questions surrounding underground
coal mine operator compliance with
the Federal Mine Safety and Health
Act, and the safety of every single
miner in this country depends on an-
swering those questions.

Getting to the truth on mining safety
is not a partisan issue, and empowering
staff to get the truth is in everyone’s
interest. Granting a committee this
sort of authority is not without prece-
dent. In numerous times over the
years, Congress has approved resolu-
tions such as this to provide temporary
powers to committees trying to get at
the truth. And every piece of informa-
tion that comes from the questioning
will be obtained by and shared with
members of the committee from both
parties.

The House gave the Education and
Labor Committee similar authority
during a probe into a mining accident
just a few years ago. It was in the 110th
Congress that the Education and Labor
Committee was given staff deposition
authority in their 2007-2008 investiga-
tion into the deaths of nine miners and
rescue workers at the Crandall Canyon
Mine near Huntington, Utah. That led
to strengthening mine safety with laws
that may be too lax in enforcement.

Among the issues the committee
wishes to delve into is the growth of
the number of mine safety enforcement
cases that are pending before the Fed-
eral Mine Safety and Health Review
Commission. The Commission is meant
to serve as an independent agency that
provides administrative trial and ap-
pellate review to contested citations,
penalties, and worker retaliation cases.

In reality, though, the increased en-
forcement and tougher penalties that
followed several high-profile mine acci-
dents in 2005 and 2006 has swamped the
Commission. Mine owners have tripled
the number of violations that they ap-
peal, and they contest 67 percent of all
penalties that are assessed. As a result,
the government is facing a lengthy
backlog of cases at the Commission
that has surged from 2,100 in 2006 to ap-
proximately 16,000 in February of this
year.

This deposition power for the com-
mittee will help to prod reluctant wit-
nesses who have important insight into
this issue but might otherwise not be
willing to offer testimony. This is an
important tool, and I urge my col-
leagues to rise and support me on this
plan here today.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I might consume.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous material
in the RECORD.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am
going to do something that is some-
what unusual. I would like to, as I did
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